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When this advance had been accomplished, the govern-
ment did not allow the operation to be rounded off, because
it was determined upon putting an immediate end to the
Moroccan business. It insisted that the discharge of soldiers
be hastened, as if it were convinced that the sooner the troops
returned to Spain, the sooner the war would end. This pro-
cedure was like burying one's head in the sand, and could
not give good results.
Then came an unfortunate period for Spain's action in
Africa. High Commissioners, now civilians, followed each
other in rapid succession, as well as commanding military
officers; all, after a few months of residence in the zone,
resigned as soon as they came face to face with the terrible
reality of the problems of the war, which were impossible of
solution by a precarious, diminished, and mediocre authority
like that which they had received.
To be sure, some troops had been repatriated; lines of the
nature of immovable frontiers had been marked out, beyond
which It was forbidden to advance. But the enemy, who did
not ignore conditions in the Peninsula, would not agree to
maintain themselves impassive and respectful before the
Spanish positions. They attacked them whenever they could,
destroying the plans laid out in Madrid for the permanent
frontiers, and obliged the Spaniards to change their lines
frequently and mark them out with blockhouses and camps
which were merely so many more challenges to the fury of
the tribesmen,
One of the commanding officers proposed to enter Beni-
Urriaguel by another road, and with this in mind the troops
occupied the salient of Tizzi-Assa, which threatened the
enemy through the two farthest positions of Midar and
Afrau. It was thought that there the advance to invade the
territory of Abd-el-Krim would be begun some day. The
position was on the summit of a bare and savage mountain.